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What It Means To Be a  
“Room for All” Church 

 
United Reformed Church is one of 12 New Jersey Reformed Church in 
America (RCA) churches on the Roster of Affirming Churches of 
Room for All (RfA). 
 
The RfA vision states: Compelled by the inclusive love of God revealed 
in Jesus Christ, Room for All envisions the day when people of all   
sexual identities and gender expressions are fully affirmed in the life 
and ministry of the Reformed Church in America. 
 
Its Mission is to support, educate and advocate for the welcome and 
full affirmation of people of all sexual identities and gender              
expressions in the RCA. 
 

RfA is a network of supporting RCA mem-
bers, clergy and congregations engaged in a 
cooperative effort to support LGBT   people 

and allies across the RCA, educate about  
issues of sexuality and gender in relation to 

Christian life, and advocate for a radically  
inclusive welcome and affirmation of the full  

spectrum of God’s people in all aspects of our congregational and  
denominational  ministries.   
 
URC signed up for this designation several years ago and it is a        
distinction in which we can take pride.  The history of our               
denomination struggling with the LGBT issue goes back some fifty 
years.  There has yet to be wide spread consensus, but progress has 
been made and a small percentage of about 900 churches have      
publicly identified themselves as an LGBTQ-inclusive church.  Our 
mission statement clearly makes this claim. For more information 
check out the website:  https://roomforall.com 
 
Also, I would be pleased to discuss this with any church member       
at any time. 
 

Tom Dibble 
Great Consistory 

 

United Reformed Church 
“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: info@urcsomerville.org 
www.urcsomerville.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/urcsomerville 

 

https://roomforall.com
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Parish the Thought 
 
You may have noticed that over the course of the 
summer, the main lobby and my office have been 
repainted.  
 

The process got me to thinking about a Bible verse 
(I Peter 4:8) that says “love each other deeply,     
because love covers a multitude of sins.” Sometimes 
our relationships need a bit of painting, touching-
up, patching the holes and taking on a new          
coloration.  A Peter, Paul and Mary song (24 Green 
Street) puts it this way:  
 

The paint is old and peeling 
The shutters show some cracks 
There's a heavy limb on the apple tree 
That's got to be cut back 
There's some water in the cellar 
A little sagging in the floor 
But this house has weathered many storms 
It will weather many more 
'Cause I scraped away the peeling paint 
And found the wood was good and strong 
And I found a firm foundation 
Had been there all along 
There's nothing here that a little work 
And time can't heal 
'Cause everything underneath is real 
Nerves are frayed and ragged 
Patience is wearing thin 
Words were said in fits of rage 
That never should have been 
We bruised each other badly 
Lost respect along the way 
But there's too much here worth saving 
To throw it all away 
Can't we lay aside our fear and pride 
And find the good within 
All that we have shared before 
Can be restored again 
There's nothing here that a little work 
And time can't heal 
'Cause everything underneath is real 
 

Their song is about a personal relationship, but I 
think it can apply to the church as well. Sometimes 
our patience wears thin with each other; we don’t 
always speak lovingly to one another; we all     
sometimes let our fear or pride get the better of us. 
 

But underneath it all is the fact that God has 
claimed us as God’s own dearly beloved sons         
 

And daughters. That’s real. That’s the good and 
strong foundation. That’s what lasts.  
 

So, we’re putting in the work and time to do some 
long-term healing here at United. We’re moving 
forward to love and serve our God and our       
neighbors in the name of Christ. If you’re not sure 
how to be part of that work, just give me a buzz; 
we’ll find a place that fits your interest and God’s 
purpose for you. 
 
Peace be with you --  

 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

August Hymn of the Month 
During the summer months, our opening hymn (or 
song) will be repeated for a month. In August we 
are singing “Praise God for This Holy Ground.” This 
Psalm-like hymn was written by John L. Bell, one of 
the leaders of the church renewal movement in the 
Church of Scotland (Presbyterian). Note the     
movement of the hymn: 

 

Holy Ground as a place for God’s people           
to gather and experience God’s presence. 

 

Word of God, which nourishes body, soul,     
and mind. 

 

Christ, through whom God’s love is known 
      Holy Spirit, who accompanies us through   

all passages of life. 
 

Transition from the time of worship to our  
work in the world. 

 

This hymn is especially appropriate for us while we 
are in Fellowship Hall, because any place where    
we experience God’s presence is holy                           
(set-aside) ground.  

 

Summer Worship 
During the summer, worship takes 

place in  Fellowship Hall  
for the summer, so that we may  

enjoy the air conditioning.  
As always, all are welcome!  



Joys & Concerns 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Alison Cantlay, Granddaughter of Helen 
Cantlay, graduated from Elon University in North 
Carolina on May 20, 2017 with a Bachelor of Science 
in  Business  Administration.  She will be  employed 
by the Kraft Heinz Company in  Cincinnati, Ohio. 
 
K. Walter Ohnmacht, Uncle of Lyn Van Gorder,  
former URC member and long-time Somerville-
Bridgewater resident, died at his home in Jupiter, 
Florida on June 25, 2017. A memorial service was 
held in the sanctuary on Friday, July 28th.   
 

Lt. Chris Dibble, US Navy recently returned from 
Guam and is settling in in Leavenworth Kansas 
with his wife Bonnie.  Chris will be attending the 
Army General Command and Staff College at Fort 
Leavenworth for the next year.  Bonnie has a job at 
Johnson Controls as an engineer. 
 

A new grandson has arrived for Sharon and Jim 
Thompson! On July 25th, Christopher and Katie 
Thompson became the very proud parents of  
Henry Paul Thompson. Henry weighed 7 lbs. 5.6 oz. 
and was 19.5 inches long.  Below is Chris and Katie’s 
address, if you would like to send a card to the new 
parents; 

Christopher & Katie Thompson 
1178 S. Darien St. 

Philadelphia, PA  19147 

 

News From the Consistory 
 
The most recent meeting was held on June 27th, 
and there is usually only one meeting during the 
summer. That meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
August 8th at 7:15 p.m., following an Elders’      
meeting at 6:00 p.m.   
 

At the June meeting, we noted a couple of pastoral 
items:  
 

Pastor Janssen has been granted the Poppen/Young 
Fellowship from New Brunswick Theological     
Seminary, and will be working on  summarizing 
current literature on what happens neurologically 
during worship. He will present his findings some 
time next spring. He’ll also be away on vacation on 
August 20th and 27th.  
 

On August 20th we will welcome Liz Estes, a recent 
graduate of Union Theological Seminary who is 
soon to receive further training in the chaplaincy 
department at RWJ New Brunswick. On August 
27th, Deacon John M. Colligas and others will lead 
the service.  
 

We are working on beefing up programming for the 
fall, and our education committee has begun the 
work of considering the possibility of bringing on a 
Family Worker to support our congregation in its 
outreach to young families with children. (Both of 
these initiatives are in our five-year Strategic Plan.) 
It was noted that, while the current financial      
picture looks “OK,” we continue to follow a pattern 
of drawing more than is feasible out of our          
investments, to the tune of about $50,000 per year.  
 

Remember, if you have concerns that you would 
like the Consistory to address, you can offer them 
to either Pastor Janssen or to Amy Stires, the Vice-
President of the Consistory. 

 
Women’s Book 

Club 

 

The next meeting of the women’s book club is 
scheduled for Wednesday, August 2nd at 7:00 p.m., 
at the home of Annette Janssen. The current book 
we are reading is A Man Called Ove, by Frederik 
Bakman.  For more information about the book 
club, please see Nancy Maggio.  
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National Night Out  
Wednesday, August 1st 

 
On Tuesday, August 1st, URC will participate once 
again in National Night Out, alongside other local 
civic groups, state and regional crime prevention         
associations and concerned citizens.  
 
National Night Out is an annual community-
building campaign that promotes police-
community partnerships and neighborhood        
camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, bet-
ter places to live. The National Night Out campaign 
encourages neighborhoods across the nation to 
host block parties, festivals, parades, cookouts and 
other various community events with safety 
demonstrations, seminars, youth events and        
exhibits. The celebrations are intended to enhance 
the relationship between neighbors and law        
enforcement while bringing back a true sense of 
community.  
 

The Somerville Police Department is sponsoring the 
National Night Out celebration for Somerville at 
Exchange Field on Green Street from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m.  
 

There will be food vendors and lots of fun activities 
for families to participate in. URC’s Marketing 
Committee will host a “meet and greet” information  
table. Parents and children can pick up information 
about the church and Sunday School, and enter 
their name for a chance to win a free giveaway of a 
gift card to ShopRite!  We’ll also have some other 
fun giveaways for kids.   
 

We hope that you will come out to join us, get to 
know our neighbors and stand with us for a     
peaceful, crime-free community.  

 

Twelfth Night Committee 
 

Please plan on attending our next Twelfth Night 
Committee meeting on Tuesday, August 15th at      
7:00 p.m. in the lounge.  Planning has begun for our 
upcoming performance with lots of additions and 
upgrades in the works! Don't miss out on all the 
fun.  New members welcome.   
 

Larry Carey and Linda Hayes, Co-Chairs 
Twelfth Night Committee 

Tools for Schools 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s that time of year, just when kids are warmed up 
to summer vacation, it’s almost time to go back to 
school again. The “Tools for Schools” program 
sponsored by the United Way of Northern New 
Jersey, will take place in  Fellowship Hall from   
August 21 through 23rd.  The mission and goals of 
the program are to collect school supplies for kids 
who come from low income families, so that they 
can have the tools needed to achieve success.   
 

You may drop off donations in the church office or 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m during the scheduled 
days. The United Way is also seeking volunteers to 
help sort and distribute the supplies. If you’d like 
to volunteer to help, please contact Lisa              
Galdonardo at the United Way; (973)-993-1160 ext. 
503.  
 

New school supplies needed include; 

• Backpacks 

• Binders and Three Ring Notebooks 

• Children’s clothes 

• Colored pencils, crayons and markers 

• Composition and spiral notebooks 

• Construction Paper 

• Glue and tape 

• Highlighters 

• Lunch boxes 

• Pencils and pens 

• Pocket folders 

• Rulers  

• Scissors 

• Book covers 
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Our  
Missionaries 
Retiring in  

  December  
    

 

United Reformed Church, 
through the Outreach  
committee, has supported missionaries in Hungary 
for many years.  We learned recently that Dick and 
Carolyn Otterness plan to retire at the end of 2017 
after serving the Roma (Gypsy) people for eleven 
years.  Before moving to Hungary, Dick served as a 
pastor and administrator for 27 years while Carolyn 
worked as a nurse and nurse practitioner. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A little background:  Hungary’s population is nearly 
10 million people in an area the size of Indiana, 1.7 
million of whom live in the capital city of             
Budapest. Hungary is one of the more economically 
advanced of the Eastern European countries and is 
one of the first of the formerly communist         
countries to join NATO. 
 

The people of Hungary are primarily Roman    
Catholic, with also a strong Lutheran and Reformed 
presence. The Reformed Church in Hungary is 
many times larger than the Reformed Church in 
America and traces its history directly back to the 
Reformation and John Calvin.  
 

Roma people make up the largest ethnic minority 
in Central and Eastern Europe. Many are very poor 
and isolated, mostly illiterate, and almost universal-
ly unemployed. Our missionaries work with the 
Hungarian Reformed Church to implement a      
national Roma mission strategy. Together they  

support church leaders and Roma congregations 
and work at building bridges between the church 
and secular society. They also work with Roma to 
improve access to health care and education.     
Hospitality is a big part of their ministry.  

 

Sometime in September they will move to the U.S. 
and spend the last quarter of the year meeting   
congregations, mission committees, and others  
interested in what has been, is now, and is           
anticipated to be the Reformed Church in         
Hungary’s Roma mission.  
 

For now they continue with Community Health 
Evangelism (mostly Carolyn) and will be              
participating in a 12-day gathering in war-torn 
Ukraine: “Healing the Wounds of Ethnic            
Conflict”.  They pledged to continue researching 
and writing on the themes of hate, racism, and   
genocide, and how Christians and the church can 
respond (or take  initiatives)—subjects that seem 
increasingly relevant around the globe, including in 
the USA.   
 

They also emphasized that they will not be finished 
until December 31st, and trust that those who are 
supporters of their mission, will continue until that 
time.  
 

Dick and Carolyn asked us to please pray for them 
during this challenging time, and especially for   
Roma children, families, local Hungarian and      
Roma mission workers in Roma communities and 
churches.  To learn more visit;  
www.rca.org/otterness 
 

Tom Dibble 
Great Consistory  

http://www.rca.org/otterness
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Life Line Screening 
August 30th 

 

United Reformed Church is pleased to offer a      
preventive health event.  Life Line Screening, a 
leading provider of community-based preventive 
health screenings, will host their affordable, non-
invasive and painless health screenings on  
Wednesday, August 30th from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
 
Five screenings will be offered that scan for poten-
tial health problems   related to: blocked arteries 
which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic 
aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; 
hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a 
strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation 
or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke 
risk; and a bone density screening, for men and 
women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis.   
Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 
vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 
($139 with our member discount).  All five       
screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.   
 
An appointment is required. There are three ways 
to register for this event and to receive a $10 dis-
count off any package priced above $129, please call 
1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or text the word circle to 797979 
 

To schedule a screening call 
1-800-718-0961 

 
Call the church office  

to see if you qualify for a free   
health screening or to refer  
someone in need of a free  

screening!  
908-725-4545 

 

URC to Host 
Chili  

Cook-Off 
 

On Sunday, September 
17th, at 4:00 p.m., URC 
will  host a Chili Cook-
Off and Corn Hole    
Tournament! Hopefully 
the weather will be good 
enough for us to play 
Corn-Hole (it’s basically 
bean-bag) outdoors, with a small pay-to-play buy-in 
for the “official” rounds of competition.  

For the Chili Cook-Off, we’re looking for 5 to 8 Chili 
Chefs to be our official entrants. We’re not going by 
the official rules of the International Chili Society 
(yes, there is such a thing), so you can make your 
chili any way you want to: with beans or without; 
hot, mild, or bland; with burger, steak, chicken, or 
some other mystery meat. Your recipe, your spices, 
your reputation!  

You will have the chance to judge and vote for your 
favorite chili (small fee for a sample of all chilis and 
a voting ballet). For those who want more than just 
a sample, the Famous Buzzard Breath Chili with all 
the toppings will be available for purchase!  

So start honing your chili recipes, warm up your 
bean bag tossing arm and look for additional details   
in next month’s InTouch, on our Facebook page 
and in the Sunday bulletin.  
 
If you would like to be one of the chili chefs, please 
contact Beth Cassidy at (732) 995-9192, call or text 
for further entrance details. 
 

Save the Date! 
CROP Hunger Walk 

October 22, 2017 
 

 
 
 
 

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle%20
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle%20


 

Scripture Passages 
 

 
 
August 6, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 32:22-31  Psalm 17:1-7 
Romans 9:1-5   Matthew 14:13-21 
 

August 13, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 37:1-4   Psalm 105:1-6 
Romans 10:5-15   Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 20, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 45:1-15   Psalm 133 
Romans 11:1-2, 29-32  Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 
 

August 27, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 1:8-2:10   Psalm 124 
Romans 12:1-8    Matthew 16:13-20 
 

  
 

Food of the Month 
 
For the month of August, the Food Bank would like us 
to collect breakfast items such as boxed cereals, 
pancake mix, syrup, instant oatmeal, etc. Other 
items always needed include Parmalat milk and 
canned meats such as beef ravioli, chili, etc.  You 
may put donations in the shopping cart in Fellowship 
Hall or you may place them in the basket in the office.  
All donations help to stock the shelves of the Food Bank 
Network of Somerset  County, which distributes food 
every Saturday from Fellowship Hall to those in need.  
Thank you in  advance for your contributions and    
generosity.   
 
 

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

8/6 Fran Wise 
Doug Young 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Tom Dibble 
Fran Wise 

Sandy Dibble 

8/13 Gary Spratt 
Clarence Brunner 

Men’s Fellowship 
Group 

Sandy Dibble Mark Cannizzo 
Sandy Dibble 

Tom Hayes 

8/20 Barbara Schwarz 
Michelle Davis 

Open - Can you 
host?  

Fran Wise Bill Everett 
Sue Elgard 

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

8/27 Art & Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Alice Gunzelman 
Barbara Schwarz 

Michelle Davis Chris Parenti 
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Jim Phillips 

     Sunday Servers For August 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 
Birthdays 

Aug. 3   Peter Stires, Jr. 
Aug. 7   Marge Rowell 
Aug. 9   Claire Rus 
Aug.11   Danielle Huntley 
Aug. 13   Geoffrey Osinski 
Aug. 15   Joe Nemes, Stacey Wijatyk 
Aug. 16   Beverly Colligas 
Aug. 17   Charley Huck 
Aug. 18   Bill Anderson 
   Alleda Radziewicz 
Aug. 25   Bets Coleman 
   Michelle Davis 
Aug. 26  Jamie Osinski 
   Stephen Osinski 
 

Anniversaries 
Aug. 22  Sue & Ed Elgard 

 
 
 

 

 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the September Issue is 

 August 22, 2017 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

Sunday School  
Registration Now 

Open! 
 

Classes Begin September 10, 2017  
 9:00 a.m. 

 

Pre-K through 8th Grade 
 

For more information or to  
register contact the church office: 
               (908) 725-4545 

info@urcsomerville.org 
 


