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43rd Annual 
Central Somerset 

CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday,  

October 22nd 
 

Pre-Walk Kick Off 12:30 p.m. (light refreshments, music) 
Registration 1:00 p.m. - Walk Begins at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Just think about it. If we had a “fitbit” on every congregation member, 
members from other congregations, the Boy Scouts, students and all 
the individuals and families that have walked with us in the CROP     
Hunger Walk the last 43 years, how many millions of billions of steps 
we have taken together to raise funds for hunger issues!   
 

For the past 43 years, United Reformed Church has been the          
dedicated host of the Central Somerset CROP Hunger Walk; one of 
the oldest walks in New Jersey. CROP Hunger Walks are sponsored 
by Church World Services and people all over the world walk         
together and raise funds for hunger programs. We are very proud to 
keep this tradition going through the streets of Somerville. This year, 
we have taken some new steps ourselves and have re-designed the 
walk route!  
 

The funds raised are used around the world to help with everything 
from helping communities plan sustainable food sources; to combat-
ing droughts; to stocking pantries of local food assistance programs.  
As a congregation, we take many steps throughout the year serving 
two very important local organizations; The Food Bank Network of 
Somerset County and the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program 
(SHIP). Twenty-five percent of the funds we raise benefits both organ-
izations to further help our neighbors in need.   

So are you stepping out with us this year?  Even if you can’t walk, you 
can still raise funds as a “spirit walker”.  We could always use a few 
volunteers on walk day too.  For more information, or to register to 
walk, contact our walk coordinator, Mark Cannizzo at:                           
crophungerwalk.urc@gmail.com   

Take a step right now! 

CLICK HERE 
to make a donation and/or register!  

 

 

United Reformed Church 
“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: info@urcsomerville.org 
www.urcsomerville.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/urcsomerville 

 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/somervillenj
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Parish the Thought 
     
Do you know what a “classis” is? 

You might have heard me mention it at some point, 
and thought I was slurring my syllables. “Did he 
mean ‘class’? …. Why did he say ‘classis is’ instead of 
‘classis are’?” 

Generically, the word “classis” comes from Latin. It 
means “a fleet of boats.” The idea is that a classis 
refers to a group of boats all sailing in the same   
direction, trying to catch the same wind, with each 
boat offering support to any other boat that may be 
in need. 

Churchwise, the word “classis” refers to a group of 
congregations, located near one another, affected 
by similar political and social ‘winds,’ but trying to 
work together to offer the gospel in the most     
effective way possible for their particular area. And 
yes, a further point is that they offer support to one 
another as any boat has a special need. 

Our congregation is a member church of “Delaware
-Raritan Classis.” It’s kind of hard to define the 
boundaries, but if you start at Gladstone, draw a 
line to High Bridge, then go south to Willow Grove 
PA, northeast to Blawenburg, north-ish to          
Millstone, and up to Bound Brook, you’ll have most 
of us. (The one remaining is in Reading, PA.) We 
number 29 congregations, and one start-up that 
hasn’t been made an “official” RCA congregation 
yet. Most of our congregations are pretty small; 
overall membership is just over 3,000. 

How do we support each other? Well, just the other 
day we sent the vast majority of our old hymnbooks 
to one of our fellow congregations. They’ll be    
singing from the books we used until just this year. 

Here’s another way we support each other, and 
could do more of quite easily. Last Saturday         
Annette and I got a great meal at South Branch    
Reformed Church’s ham dinner, at the same time 
that several congregation members were feasting at 
Readington Reformed Church’s roast beef dinner.  

Wouldn’t it be fun to get a group of a dozen people 
together and “descend” upon our fellow               
congregation, to show our support for them? And 
wouldn’t it be wonderful if they came to some of 
our activities from time to time? 

We all need each other. Period. No ship sails all 
that well all by itself, especially in stormy seas, and 

goodness, the water is choppy (to say the least). 
How many of our sister congregations have you  
visited? How many of them have you prayed for? 
We’re all in this together. Let’s be together in this. 

Peace 
Rev. Paul G. Janssen 

Pastor 

 

Other Happenings  
Within the Classis 

 

Stanton Reformed Church 
Harmonies for Hope Concert 

Simon & Garfunkel Tribute 
Wednesday, October 11 at 7:30 p.m.  

No tickets required, all donations will benefit the 
Stanton Reformed Church Cancer Fund. 
For more information call: (908) 236-2381 

 

Middlebush Reformed Church 
Flea Market in the Park 

Saturday, October 14 - 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
(Rain date: Saturday, October 21) 

Free parking - vendor space available 
For more information call: (732) 873-2776 

 

Clover Hill Reformed Church 
Annual Pig Roast Dinner 

Saturday, October 14 at 5:00 p.m. 
Rain or shine, dine in or take out 
Adults $15, Kids aged 5 to 12, $7 

Children under the age of 4 eat FREE! 
BBQ pulled pork, macaroni & cheese, coleslaw, 

baked beans, salads, desserts 
For tickets or more information call: 

(908) 369-8451 
 

Please note that we post fliers of other happenings 
within the Classis on the community bulletin board, 
in the hallway, near the entrance to the kitchen.  
Feel free to check the bulletin board often, as it is 
always updated with lots of good information and 
events.   
 
 



Sunday 
School News 

 

Sunday School at United 
got off to a great start on 
September 10th and we 
welcomed Jayden, a new 
student. The unit of 
study we are focusing on 
for the next few weeks is 

called "Together on a Journey". The kids will be 
learning about the Book of Exodus and Moses, 
whom God called to lead the Hebrew people out of 
Egypt.  The kids solidified the lessons through 
crafts making their own sandal representing our 
journey with God and a sand art craft resembling 
the parting of the Red Sea which allowed the      
Hebrew people to escape the wrath of               
Pharaoh.  We also are called to follow God, to be on 
the move and travel in God's way.  We must always 
remember that we are never alone, God is with us 
and will continue to be with us wherever we 
go.  We are God's light for the world.  Our doors 
are always open and welcoming to all children.  If 
you have children or grandchildren, please don't 
hesitate to come and join us on Sunday mornings 
at 9:00 a.m., on the second floor.  
 

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
Youth Group News 

 
The Youth Group enjoyed the chance to  reconnect 
over pizza now that the summer recess is over.   It 
was good to be back among friendly faces and to 
catch up with each other.  Also, any chance to en-
joy some pizza always goes over well. 

 
The Youth Group would like to start up an          
intergenerational opportunity and we need your 
help!  The kids would like to take turns interview-
ing people of our URC congregations to explore 
how some issues they face are difference or the 
same as years gone by.  An article will be written 
for the Intouch as we explore “Then and Now”.  The 
kids got creative as they brainstormed a bank of 
questions that they felt would be fun to explore 
with someone who grew up in a different             

generation. Throughout this project, we are hoping 
those young and old will not only learn more about 
themselves, but also make new connections and 
close the gap between the ages.  If you would like 
to be interviewed, please email Amy Stires at 
amystires@optonline.net or call the church the 
office to leave your name. We look forward to this 
new project and hope you will consider spending 
some time with our students.  
 

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 

 

 

Donate Your Holiday  
Freebies 

 

Fall has hardly settled in and you have probably 
started to receive unsolicited Christmas cards, 2018 
calendars, holiday stickers, etc. in the mail from 
assorted organizations seeking your donation.  
What to do with those holiday-related items that 
you do not want or will not use?  I am willing to 
take them off your hands, because, in December, 
we will be holding our 2nd Annual Holiday Boutique 
for the folks who come to the Food Bank on Satur-
days and to SHIP’s Galley on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days.  Last year’s boutique was a BIG hit with our 
guests who cannot afford to purchase Christmas 
cards, wrapping paper, ribbon, ornaments, etc.    
Won’t you help to make this year’s Holiday Bou-
tique another successful activity?  Just leave your 
items in the office any time between now and De-
cember. Any questions, feel free to call/email me. 

     Jane Huck 
Parish Life  
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A Note From the 
Worship Committee 

 

If you would like to mark the occasion of a 
birth of a child or grandchild with a flower in 
the sanctuary during worship, please              
let Michelle Davis or Nancy Maggio know     
the details.  

mailto:amystires@optonline.net
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News From the Consistory 
 
Due to the summer meeting schedule of the      
Consistory, there has not been a meeting since    
August 8, which was summarized in the September  
edition of InTouch.  The September 26th meeting 
highlights will be included in the November        
edition.   
 

Results of Summer Poll 
This summer, the congregation took a poll about 
Adult Education. The results were scattered, but 
the first item of    interest was “Talking about Social 
Issues from a Christian Perspective.” Second and 
third, respectively, were “What does ‘Reformed’ 
mean?” and “Discussion of Biblical Truths for      
Today.”  

Leadership preference divided between a            
preference for the Pastor to lead, or an expert in a 
specific field to be the leader.  

The real difficulty came in finding a time to meet. 
Results spread evenly between “after worship      
Sunday” and “weeknight.” Not far behind came 
“before worship,” “Sunday afternoon,” and 
“weekday.”  

Reformation Sunday 
Since we’re approaching the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation, we’re going to have a trial run of a 
three-session gathering on the why’s and        
wherefore’s of the Reformation on three              
consecutive Wednesdays: October 11, 18, and 25, at 
7:30 p.m., in the Lounge. Pastor Janssen will lead 
the sessions in a lecture, then question/answer for-
mat. If you’d like to participate, please call the 
church office. We’ll stay in communication via 
phone and e-mail. 
 

On Sunday October 29, during our 10:00 a.m.      
service we will be commemorating the 500th        
anniversary of the Reformation with special guests. 
Brother Martin Luther will be with us, as will      
Johannes Tetzel, Herr Ecken, and Johannes 
Oecolampadius, as we offer three “scenes from the 
life” of the best known reformer. We’ll also be     
having lots of great music that Sunday, prepared by 
our stellar choir. It’s a Sunday you really won’t want 
to miss, and an easy one to invite a friend to. Be 
sure to come for the enlightening presentations and 
the joyful singing! 

 

Outreach Opportunities to 
“Love All, Serve All”  

 

The Outreach Committee met on Wednesday,   
September 20 and approved plans of upcoming   
opportunities to give to those in need.  The follow-
ing is a summary of upcoming Outreach activities 
that will take place over the next few months. 
Check the weekly bulletins for updates.  
 

Hurricane Response 
We will help our friends at Church World Services 
(same folks who sponsor the CROP Hunger Walk) 
in their efforts to collect, assemble and distribute 
emergency clean-up buckets and hygiene kits.  You 
can provide assistance to families and communities 
affected by flooding by purchasing the items       
required to fill a bucket or a hygiene kit.  For the 
full list of items, please see the Outreach  bulletin 
board in Fellowship Hall.  The collection will take 
place now through the October 22.    
 

Support Our Troops for Veterans Day 
In honor of Veterans Day, we are collecting items to 
be donated to  Operation Jersey Cares.  OJC is a  
volunteer organization whose mission is to help our 
troops overseas, as well as the returning soldiers 
and Marines who have been wounded in combat.  
Please check the outreach bulleting board for a list 
of items we will be collecting or call the church 
office for more information. 
 

White Gift Sunday 
Our third annual White Gift Sunday will take place 
on Sunday, December 10. Our Christmas gift drive 
will support clients of HomeSharing and the    
Women’s VA Trauma Unit at Lyons, NJ. Beginning 
on November 19, we will have a “giving tree”        
decorated with tags that will have an item on it 
from someone’s wish list.  If you would like to     
donate a gift, please choose a tag, purchase the gift, 
and    either bring the gifts to the church office or 
with you to church on December 10.  We will gather 
the gift bless the gifts during worship and say    
prayers for the recipients.  PLEASE NOTE: It is    
requested that the gifts be left unwrapped,       
however, it is important that you tape the tag you 
chose to the gift. If you would like to donate boxes, 
gift bags or wrapping paper, those items will be 
greatly appreciated.   
 

Thank you for lifting up your hearts!  
The Outreach Committee 
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Women’s Book Club 

 
 
 
 
 
The next meeting of the women’s book club will 
take place on Wednesday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the home of Beverly Colligas.  The book we are 
reading is "Sleeping Beauty Killer", by Mary Higgins 
Clark.  The book is not part of a kit, so you are    
responsible for getting your own copy.   

 

Veterans Day 
 
In recognition of Veteran’s Day, we will have a   
special worship service on Sunday, November 12, 
led by Elder John M. Colligas. We would like 
to encourage all veterans to attend.  In the           
November edition of InTouch, we will list our 
members who have served our country, along with 
their dates of service and military branch.   If you 
are a veteran, please check with the church office to 
be sure that we have your correct information.  
 

All Saints Day 
All Saints Day is Wednesday, November 1st. If you 
would like to include the name of a loved one who 
passed this year to be remembered on Sunday,  
November 5th, please contact the church office by 
Tuesday, October 31.  
 

Chili Cook-Off 
Results 

 

About 25 members and friends gathered on Sunday, 
September 17, for a Chili Cook-Off. We shared the 
delicacies of six master chefs, and were happy to 
take some of Beth Cassidy’s Buzzard Breath Chili 
home with us.  

After the judging was over, Linda Hayes’s recipe 
was deemed superior, with Shannon Cassidy     
placing second. It was amazing how many different 
flavors “chili” actually has!  

Taking the festivities outdoors, we enjoyed playing 
corn-hole on the church lawn. Activities like this 
help our church maintain friendships – and they 
offer us ample opportunity to invite and welcome 
others to United, on other than strictly a Sunday 
morning basis. Be sure to come to our next           
get-together: Bunco night on October 20, see the 
back page for full details.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join Our Family! 
 

Have you been attending worship with us and 

are interested in  becoming a member?                       

We’ d love to have you as part of our family!  

Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori in 

the church office to schedule new  

member classes. 

All are welcome! 
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 The Evolution of  
the Central Jersey  

Twelfth Night 
Boar's Head  

Festival 
 
Let's journey through time to see how much growth 
and change as occurred over the years to this 
yuletide event hosted by United Reformed Church.   
In 2011, the production of the Central Jersey Twelfth 
Night Boar's Head festival came to fruition between 
the collaboration of three congregations:             
Bernardsville United Methodist Church, Peapack 
Reformed Church and United Reformed Church.    
 

Three performances were held at both United     
Reformed Church and Bernardsville United     
Methodist Church, with a Saturday evening        
performance at United and a Sunday afternoon 
matinee, and an evening performance at              
Bernardsville United   Methodist Church. There was 
time for food and  fellowship between the two     
performances on Sunday for the cast and crew.   
 

The following year, there were only two               
performances with one on Saturday  and one on 
Sunday, at both United and Bernardsville.  In 2013, 
this evolved into just one performance on Sunday at 
United Reformed Church due to difficulties      
transporting costumes, props, and cast between the 
two churches. United Reformed Church has        
remained the host ever since. 
 

From the very beginning, many  talented members  
have devoted countless hours to sewing costumes 
or building props.  Mary  Wegen,  a member of  
Bernardsville United Methodist Church and our 
very own Ruth Reader were busy  seamstresses   
creating or mending costumes.  This evolved into a 
host of sewing parties where other talented      
members (too many to mention)  also had a hand in 
altering or enhancing costumes over the years.  This 
continues today as we are still updating costumes 
and making additions to keep enhancing the       
performance.    
 

In 2016, we were blessed to receive a very generous 
donation of 80 costumes from Grace United    
Methodist Church, York PA, which we continue to 
use today.  Many thanks to Ruth Reader and  Sandy 
Dibble for cataloging and organizing the costumes 

as well as Aija Banks, Lyn VanGorder,                 
Jocelyn Eckardt, and Kathy Phillips for their        
devotion to the upkeep of the costumes.   
 

There are also other  handmade props such as the 
Yule log wagons made by Dan Radziewicz and Roy 
Wegen. Karl Banks has given countless hours to 
building and repairing flag poles as well as fixing 
other props. God has blessed this production 
through its many members from all three           
congregations with these special talents and gifts.    
 

Throughout the years, the performances have    
continued to grow in content as well as cast.  We 
started with an 80 member cast that quickly grew 
to 130 by 2017, with welcome anticipation for more 
in 2018.  In 2015, musicians were added including 
the Somerset County Police Pipes and Drums,  
Madison brass quintet, Handbell ringers, the 
Montclair Early Music Consort (recorders), a     
flautist and our most recently added talented   
United Reformed Church members JoAnne Kulick 
and Beth Cassidy as harpists.  In addition,  scenes 
were created to showcase the presentation of the 
boar's head and the dramatic presentation of King      
Wenceslas and the three Wise men.      
 

In 2016, we added stage crew assistance,               
reconfigured the processionals, hosted a full dress 
rehearsal and added a reception in Fellowship Hall. 
We thank all of our sponsors, patrons, advertisers,  
committee members and volunteers who make this 
possible every year.  A special thank you goes out to 
all the Twelfth Night Committee Members:  Rev. 
Paul Janssen, Lori Herpen, Karl and Aija Banks, 
Mark Cannizzo, Paul Dickey, Michelle Davis, Nancy  
Maggio, Michelle Lane, Lyn Van Gorder, Kathy  
Phillips, and Robert and Rosalie Baker.  Your time 
and talents are very truly appreciated.   
 

We hope that you will continue to support and look 
forward to the next presentation of the Central   
Jersey Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival,        
scheduled for Sunday, January 7, 2018! 
 

Linda Hayes 
Larry Carey 

Co-Chairs, Twelfth Night Committee 
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Scripture Passages 
 

 
October 1, Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 17:1-7   Psalm 78:1-4 
Philippians 2:1-13  Matthew 21:23-32 
 

October 8, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 Psalm 80:7-15 
Philippians 3:4-14  Matthew 21:33-46 
 

October 15, Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:1-14   Psalm 106, 1-6 
Philippians 4:1-9  Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 22, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 33:12-23  Psalm 96:1-6 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  Matthew 22:15-22 
 
October 29, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12  Psalm 90:1-6 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  Matthew 22:34-46 
 
 

  

A Parish Life Request 

Would you, your spouse, and/or friend(s) consider      
volunteering to host Fellowship Hour on an occasional 
Sunday morning? We need volunteers!  If you need more 
information on what is involved, please speak with me 
during Fellowship Hour next Sunday or call/email me.   

We need you to get involved! 
 

    Jane Huck 
Parish Life  

 

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

10/1 Michelle Davis 
Mark Cannizzo 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice  
Gunzelman 

Mark Cannizzo 
Sue Elgard 

John Colligas 

10/8 Brian & Beth  
Cassidy 

Men’s Fellowhip 
Group  

Michelle Davis Michelle Lane 
Mary Ann Ferrante 

Nancy Maggio 

10/15 Tom Hayes 
Emily Hayes 

Open - Can you 
host?  

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Michelle Lane 
Kathy Phillips 

Steve Rus 

10/22 Charles & Carol  
Lane 

Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

John Colligas Michelle Lane 
Chris Parenti 

Annette Janssen 

10/29 Bill & Ellen  
Everett 

Open - Can you 
host?  

Sandy Dibble Mark Cannizzo 
Tom Dibble 

Michelle Davis 

     Sunday Servers For October 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 
Birthdays 

Oct. 1  Brian Cassidy 
Oct. 10  Barbara Burke , Megan Elgard, 
  Wayne McAfee 
Oct. 11  Heather Stires 
Oct. 12  Meghan Cassidy 
Oct. 17  Karl Banks 
Oct. 19  Cynthia Wagner, Gary Spratt  
Oct. 20  Doug Young 
Oct. 21  Dave Ruff 
Oct. 25  Jane Coleman 
Oct. 26  Barbara Ciamporcero    

Anniversaries 
Oct. 7  Charles & Carol Lane 
Oct. 8  Tom & Sandy Dibble 
  Ernst & Inge Gurke 
Oct. 9  Brian & Beth Cassidy 
Oct. 19  Chris & Caryl Parenti 
Oct. 23  James & Carol Barry 
Oct. 24  Pete & Cathy Stires 
Oct. 29  Chris & Barbara Burke 

 
 

 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the November Issue is 

 October 23, 2017 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

admin@urcsomerville.org 



8 

United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm up the dice, Bunco is back!  Bunco is a simple 
dice game, which lends itself to socializing, meeting 
new people, and catching up with friends. There      
will be cash and other prizes.  Below are the important 
details: 
 

Date: Friday October 20, 2016 
Time: 6:30 p.m.                                          

Location: Fellowship Hall  
Cost: $5/person  

 
Reserve your spot at a table by calling the church 

office: 908-725-4545.   
Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 18.   

Feel free to bring a friend.   
All are invited, age 12 years or above.   

Dessert will be served! 

 


