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Holy Week 
Celebrating Holy Week is an opportunity to walk back in time and 
reflect on one of the most important weeks that took place 
throughout history and the world.  It is a chance for us to clear our 
minds and focus on the final week of Jesus’ life, his betrayal, his 
trials, his crucifixion, and his triumphant resurrection.  All are  
welcome to join us as we observe this journey and end with a    
celebration of new life.   

Palm Sunday, April 14 at 10:00 a.m.  

We will ride with Jesus into Jerusalem waving palms with joy as we 
follow him to the cross.   

Maundy Thursday, Thursday, April 18 at 6:00 p.m.  

We will gather in Fellowship Hall for a light dinner, provided by 
our Parish Life Committee. We will then re-enact the Lord’s     
Supper, as Jesus and the disciples ate and drank together on the 
night he was betrayed. Please bring a special cup from home for 
communion. RSVP to the church office by April 16th if you’d like 
to attend. 

Good Friday, April 19th at 7:30 p.m.  

We will gather for a solemn service at the foot of the cross,        
remembering the depth of God’s love for us, in scripture, song and 
prayer. Candles will be extinguished until we are in darkness at the 
end of the service.   

Easter Sunday Schedule  
  

 
 
 
 
 

Easter Community Service at 8:30 a.m. 
We will gather at the Lord Fountain  (corner of Grove & Main 
Streets, Somerville) with local congregations for a brief celebration 
led by several pastors.  
 

Easter Sunday Celebration at 10:00 a.m. 
Come celebrate the resurrection of Christ with us. The sanctuary 
will be decorated with beautiful Easter lilies and hydrangeas. The 
service will include special music including Easter Brass and a 
message guaranteed to lift your spirits in praise to God for a new 
life.   
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Parish the Thought 

 

First – and unrelated to anything else – yes, Easter 
is late this year. The earliest most of us will ever see 
Easter was on March 23 in 2008; the latest, April 24 
in 2011. (For those of you, who will make it to 2038, 
it will land on April 25.) And now a few thoughts 
about Easter... 
 

What’s your story? What story is it that most makes 
you who you are? The story of your birth? Of your 
parents’ divorce? Of your shining moment as a star 
high-school athlete? Of a random encounter with a 
stranger you married not long afterward? What’s 
your story? 
 

Most of us have a story that we tell over and over; a 
story that defines something so significant about us 
that we find ourselves drawn to telling it over and 
over. 
 

And so it is that, over and over, the church tells the 
story of the resurrection of Jesus. The story defines 
us. We are a people of the new creation, of new life, 
of life overcoming death. We are a people who cele-
brate the victory of love, against all odds and 
against every enemy. 
 

The apostle Paul put the matter in high-sounding 
language: “If Christ be not risen, our faith is in 
vain.” We might put it another way: If Christ is not 
risen, what are we but a group of well-intentioned 
do-gooders who more or less like each other – not 
really any different from the Rotary or Lions or Civ-
ic League? If Christ is not risen, what is the point of 
committee meetings and choirs and teaching our 
children? If Christ is not raised, why would we 
bother coming to church on Sunday rather than 
staying home and watching TV? 

Easter is at the core of everything we do. It is the 
highest of all Christian holy days for a reason.    
Easter is our story. It’s our best story. It’s so good a 
story that the disciples “disbelieved for joy.” And it’s 
a story worth telling. 

Lately I’ve been using this phrase: “All of the story, 
with none of the drama.” Let that be our church’s 
motto for Easter – all of the grandeur and victory 
and hope of the Easter story, without any of the  
institutional drama that so often comes with       
organized religion. Be taken by the story once again 
this year, with the sheer joy of it: Jesus, our friend 
who died, is with us forever! Let’s celebrate! 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

Celebration and Memorial 
Flowers 

On Easter Sunday, our sanctuary will be decorated 
with beautiful Easter lilies and hydrangeas.  If you 
would like to sponsor one of the plants in memorial 
or celebration of a loved one’s name, please       
complete the enclosed envelope and submit it along 
with your check (in any amount) to the church 
office by Monday, April 15th.  

 

Easter Brass 
Our Easter service also includes music accompanied 
by additional musicians. If you would like to make a 
monetary contribution to our Easter Brass fund and  
help support this special program, you may submit 
or send a check to the church office with “Attn: 
Easter Brass” in the memo line. Thank you in      
advance for your generosity!  
 

SHIP Holiday Meal  
Easter Sunday 

 

The Samaritan Homeless Interim Program (SHIP) 
will serve a free, traditional holiday meal in         
Fellowship Hall to anyone in need. Meals will be 
served from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. and can also be 
taken to go.  St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center 
will also be onsite to provide services to needy pet 
owners.  United has a long history of partner-
ship with SHIP and has graciously served as the 
host for the 'Holiday Meals Program' since      
Christmas Day, 1991. Together, with the grace of 
God, we have served over 15,000 meals to our      
holiday guests. For more information about the 
program or to volunteer, please call SHIP at (908) 
393-9545.     
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Sunday 
School News 

 
On Sunday, April 7th, 
the Youth Group and 
Sunday School will join 
forces to complete   
United's first sock drive . 
The kids will assemble 
gift bags  of socks, which 

will be handed out to the clients of SHIP's Galley II , 
the soup kitchen held in Fellowship Hall on     
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Many thanks to all those 
who have donated new socks for the local men and 
women in our area who are in need.  Also, please 
make sure to attend church on Easter Sunday to 
receive a special gift from our youth.   
 
Due to Easter, Sunday School will not be in session     
on  Sunday,  April 21st.  Class will resume on     
April 28th.        
 

 
Linda Hayes  

Sunday School Coordinator 

 
Women’s Book Club 

The next meeting of the Women’s Book club will 
take place on Wednesday, April 17th at 7:00 p.m., in 
the church lounge and will be hosted by Kathy 
O’Connor.  The current book selection is “Dead 
Wake” by Erik Larssen.  You are responsible for  
obtaining your own copy. 

 

Food of the Month 

For the month of April, we will be collecting items 
that are regularly needed:  Parmalat milk and 
canned meats (tuna, chicken, beef ravioli, etc.). All 
donations benefit the Food Bank Network of     
Somerset County. Donations can be dropped off on 
Sundays in the shopping cart located in Fellowship 
Hall, or you may bring them to the church office 
during the week. Many thanks to everyone for 
bringing in items on a regular basis, as we help  
provide food to our neighbors in need.   

 
 

 

Williamson Scholarship  

High School graduation is just around the corner so 
that means it is time for all eligible seniors to hand 
in their Williamson Scholarship application.  What 
is the Williamson Scholarship you ask?  Every year 
in May, we celebrate the seniors who are members 
of URC and are accepted to a RCA College or other 
institute of higher learning.   
 
Eligible students must faithfully attend church and 
have actively participated in at least four church 
related activities each year during high school.  If 
you are a senior and have participated in the bell 
choir, have cooked/served for SHIP’s galley, assisted 
with church sponsored luncheons, served at coffee 
hour, volunteered in the nursery, volunteered at 
Youth Group related activities (i.e. Stars and    
Promises concert, toiletry collection, Thanksgiving 
baskets), participated in the Central Jersey Twelfth 
Night Boar’s Head Festival, served as an usher, or 
lay reader, please contact Sandy Dibble or Jocelyn 
Eckardt  for an application form.  All applicants will 
be reviewed by the URC Scholarship Committee.   
 
Those of you who are currently in high school, 
please consider sharing your talents with our 
church family, so that you too can look forward to 
earning the Williamson Scholarship your Senior 
year! 
 

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 

 

Calling All Hams!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Some grocery stores are offering a free turkey, ham 
or lasagna with store receipts totaling a pre-set 
amount.  If you qualify for one of these items and 
would like to donate it to a worthy cause, we are 
requesting that you choose a ham.  Donated hams 
will be used to serve at a SHIP’s Galley Luncheon.   

 

 



Consistory Corner 

This month’s Consistory Corner includes news 
from the February and March meeting, since     
February’s meeting came too late for last month’s 
InTouch deadline. 

• We are welcoming new consistory members,    
Jocelyn Eckardt and Jean Barber-Bucek, who are 
bringing new ideas to help us be attentive to 
God’s calling. 

• We c0ntinue to monitor progress in responding 
to the report of the Fire Inspector. 

• We have completed a Consistorial Evaluation of 
Pastor Janssen at the five-year mark in his   
ministry among us. 

• We have discussed the church’s social media 
posture, especially on Facebook, where we    
recently opened a new page. 

• We are exploring an initiative to develop the 
green space between the church and Redelico’s. 

• We have heard reports from the Music Director 
Search Committee, and hope that the search 
may soon bear fruit. 

• We are working our way through “Future 
Faith,” a book that explores the significant 
trends that affect local church life. This is lead-
ing us to important discussions about how we 
believe God is calling us to be transformed to 
minister to our community – to love all and 
serve all! 

The next meeting of the Consistory will take place 
on Tuesday, April 23rd at 7:15 p.m., in the church 
lounge. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
President 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you been attending worship with us and are    
interested in becoming a member? We’ d love to 
have you as part of our family!  Please contact     
Pastor Janssen or call Lori in the church office to 
schedule new member classes. All are welcome! 

 

Congratulations  
Shannon & Chad! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, March 23rd, URC Member , Shannon 
Cassidy was married to Chad Nicholls, with Pastor 
Janssen officiating.  Shannon is the daughter of 
Beth and Brian Cassidy and the granddaughter of 
Charlie and Carol Lane.  Please join us in wishing 
the happy couple a very blessed life together.   
 

An Opportunity to Help  
A Fellow Member 

 
One of our members, Ray Struck, is looking for a 
room to stay in while he waits for a place at the 
Somerville Senior Center. Ray is a Vietnam era    
veteran, who served on the USS Nimitz. He is 
handy with fixing small items, and willing to help 
cook and clean.  Ray is also able and willing to offer 
some cash compensation for a room to stay in. If 
you or someone you know is willing to offer him a 
temporary place to stay, please call the church and 
we will put you directly in touch with him.  
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Earth Day - April 22 
 

Remember to care for God’s creation!  
 

Let the heavens be glad; and let the earth    
rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;    

let the field exult, and everything in it.           
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for 

joy before the Lord; for he is coming to  
judge the earth.    
(from Psalm 96) 
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Dinner Club  

March Review  
The crowd came out to enjoy the evening together 
at Sara Jane’s for our March Dinner Club.  For some, 
it is an old favorite; for others it was a return to a 
place they used to frequent; and for others like    
myself, it became a new favorite.  I have to agree, it 
is a hidden gem.  It was Corn Beef Night in           
anticipation of St. Paddy’s Day, but the table was 
full of other favorites including seafood, French   
onion soup and steaks, just to name a few.   Thank 
you to Dolores and Bob for hosting! We are looking 
forward to gathering around the table once again 
with our church family.  

 

April Gathering – Houlihan’s 

Check out the menu at Houlihan’s (click here) 
which is our next stop for our URC Dinner Club.  
There is truly something for everyone whether you 
are eating light and planned a cheat day from your 
dieting or are looking for comfort food, or whether 
you are a vegetarian or need gluten-free options.  
Let’s not forget about dessert. The best part is      
always gathering with our church family.  I hope 
you will come and join us. Below is all of the        
information for the April Dinner Club gathering:   
 

Meeting at:  Bridgewater Houlihan’s  
Located at: 1288 Route US Highway 22 East 

Bridgewater, NJ 

Date: Wednesday, April 10, 6:30 p.m.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will be responsible for your own meal, tax and 
gratuity. Please call or email the church by Monday, 
April 8th, so we can call ahead to reserve a table.   If 
you would to attend but need a ride, please contact  
the church office.  Thank you to Fran Wise for  
hosting this month’s gathering. 

Beth Cassidy 
Activities Coordinator 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
Progressive Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back by popular demand - the Progressive Dinner 
returns! A progressive dinner is a dinner party with 
courses prepared and eaten at the residences of 
different hosts. Usually this involves the              
consumption of one course at each location.  The 
United Reformed Church progressive dinner is 
planned for Friday May 3, starting at 6:00 p.m.  
There will be three different locations:                      
1) appetizers;   2) dinner;  and 3) dessert.  Locations 
will be revealed following the final sign-ups.  More 
time is needed for planning, so please sign up early.  
If you’d like to attend, call the church office by April 
24th. Also indicate if you would like to be a host 
house and if so, for which course.  We will try our 
best to accommodate.  All the important details are 
below.  

Date: Friday May 3,  2019 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 

RSVP by April 24, 2019 
Cost: $5 per person 

Would you like to host?  No cost for hosts. 
 

Bingo Night 

Another first-time event here at United Reformed 
Church will take place on Friday, April 12th at 7:00 
p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.), in Fellowship Hall.  
Bingo, a childhood and church classic, but we will 
be making it our own. Coffee and dessert will be 
served. The church won't profit financially from the 
fun we have together, but who knows, you just 
might walk away with a gift card from a local store 
or restaurant! Come and join us and bring a friend. 
RSVP by 12:00 noon on April 12th if you plan to     
attend.  

Date: April 12, 2019 
Time: 7:00 p.m.  Doors open at 6:45 p.m. 

Place: United Reformed Church,  
Fellowship Hall 

RSVP by: 12:00 noon on April 12th  

 

https://www.houlihans.com/eats-and-drinks/menu/dinner/bridgewater
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Scripture Passages 
 

April 7:  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 43:16-21    Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14  John 12:1-8 
 
April 14:  Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11  Luke 23:1-49 
 

April 21:  Easter, Ressurection of the Lord 
Acts 10:34-43   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Luke 24:1-12   1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 

April 28:  Second Sunday after Easter 
Acts 5:27-32   Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4-8              John 20:19-31 
 

Readers Needed 
 

Six to seven readers are needed for our Good Friday 
Tenebrae Service. If you would like to be a reader, 
please see Pastor Janssen or call the church office.   
 
 

Date Ushers/ 
Greeter 

Fellowship 
Hour 

Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader/ 

4/7 Bill & Ellen 
Everett 
G: Amy Stires 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice  
Gunzelman 

Fran Wise 
Michelle Lane 

Gary Spratt 

4/14 Michelle Davis 
Lyn Van Gorder 
G: Amy Stires 

Fran Wise  
Lyn Van Gorder 
Annette Janssen 

Sandy Dibble Sandy Dibble 
Michelle Lane 

Jim Phillips 

4/21 Tom Hayes 
Emily Hayes 
Michelle Davis 
Sandy Dibble 
G: Diny Buchanan 
 

Easter  
No Fellowship 
Hour 

Michelle Davis Sue Elgard 
Michelle Lane 

Beth Cassidy 

4/28 Kelly Barry 
Jaclyn Barry 
G: Lyn Van Gorder 

Alice Gunzelman  
Barbara Schwarz 

Mark Cannizzo Mary Ann Ferrante 
Michelle Lane 

Heather Stires 

     Sunday Servers For April 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 

Birthdays 

April 1   Jenny Kinney Robinson 
April 2   Frederica Oakley 
April 8   Carol Yarnell 
April 10  Pat Doyle 
April 15   Amy Stires 
April 18  John McLachlan 
April 25  Larry Carey 
   Tommy Hayes 
April 27  Diane Nagle 
   Jim Thompson 
April 29  Nancy Maggio 
April 30  Charlotte McAfee 
   Caryl Parenti  
 

Anniversaries 
April 1  Wayne & Beverly Stevens 
April 3  Alice & LeRoy Gunzelman 
April 6  Harry Woske& Patricia McKiernan 
April 9  Joseph & Nancy Maggio 
April 18 Jeffrey & Lucinda Davis 
April 29 Barbara & Joe Schwarz 
 
 

 
 
 

InTouch is produced by  
Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the May Issue is 
April 22, 2019 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  
admin@urcsomerville.org 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

Somerville High School 

Jazz Band and Chorus 

Friday, May 3 at 7:30 p.m. 

Free Admission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raritan Ringers 

Spring  

Handbell Concert 
 

 

 
 
 

Saturday, May 18  

7:30 p.m.  

General admission $10 
at the door 

 
 
 


