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Sunday School Open House! 
 

Were you thinking about signing up 
your children for Sunday school class in 
September but the start of the new 
school schedule was a little crazy?  After 
Christmas indulgences, would you like 
your children to give back by    helping 
others?  Are you interested in your    
children spending some time in a loving 
and supportive environment where all 
are welcome? Well, you are in luck! The 
Sunday school staff at United Reformed 
Church will kick off the New Year by inviting all children (age kinder-
garten through 8th grade) to join us for an open house.   
 
Join us on Sunday, January 29th from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. for a fun and 
worthwhile service project.  We will be making Valentine’s Day cards 
to be delivered to veterans to let them know we care and are thinking 
of them.  Come make some new friends and experience how we “love 
all, serve all” at United Reformed Church. Please read page 3 of this 
issue of InTouch and read of all the good things our Sunday School 
and Youth Group have accomplished just during the holiday season. 
If you would like more information or have any questions, feel free to 
call the church office at (908) 725-4545 or email me at 
amystires@optonline.net.  Hope you can join us and feel free to bring 
a friend!  

 
Amy Stires 

Vice-President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Reformed Church 

“The Church on Main Street” 

100 W. Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
Tel. (908) 725-4545 
Fax: (908) 725-1950 

Email: urcsomerville@optonline.net 

www.urcsomervillenj.org 

#urcsomerville 
 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 

Follow Us On Facebook! 

facebook/urcsomerville 

 

Central Jersey Twelfth Night  
Boar’s Head Festival 

Sunday, January 8th - 4:00 p.m.  
Free Admission, free-will offering will be taken.  

See page 5 for more details.  

mailto:amystires@optonline.net
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Parish the Thought 
 

What a wonderful Christmas Eve we had! Glorious 
music led by Paul Dickey and the Choir, lots of 
friends and family reunions, the “full feeling” in the 
sanctuary, the aura of candlelight during “Silent 
Night…” A delightful night for all! 

On Christmas morning, Pastor Janssen read a   
wonderful story written by Katherine Patterson and 
we sang several carols, but since Christmas landed 
on a Sunday this year,  attendance was pretty low. 
That’s not  surprising, and not, in itself, a problem. 

But the Christmas morning attendance does pose a 
question as we face the new year.  

“Why aren’t folks coming to worship as often as 
they used to?”  

The sociologists who study church attendance 
trends tell us that many factors play into the drop-
off in church attendance that we and countless  
other mainline churches have experienced in recent 
years. We tend to focus on external causes like the 
following:  

There’s no stigma to skipping church. 

Church isn’t the best show in town any more. 

Sports on Sunday morning.  

Work schedules. 

Over-busy lives. 

Do-it-yourself (internet) spirituality. 

All of these external factors are significant, but one 
of the biggest reasons for lowering attendance     
statistics is internal: church members themselves 
don’t show up. Nobody is forcing them to stay 
away. Some may have burned out. Some may have 
multiple homes that they can only get to on week-
ends. Some have had bad experiences in the church 
and don’t want to expose themselves to them again. 
And some church members have quietly found their 
way to other congregations without informing    
anyone. 

While our attendance at United averages right 
around 65% of our active membership, the fact is 
that we have many Sunday morning attenders who 
are not members of the congregation. Thus, a more 
accurate estimate of attendance (during the 
church’s program year) is closer to 50-55% of our 
active members. 

Can you help with this situation? 

Sure, you can. 

A few old sayings point the way: 

“90% of helping is just showing up.” 

“the more, the merrier.” 

“the more we get together, the happier we’ll be.”  

To “sanctify” the thought, “let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, not     
neglecting to meet together….” (Heb. 10:24f) 

So would you make the following resolution? And 
keep it? 

“I will attend worship as often as I am able in 
2017.” 

I look forward to seeing you in worship in 2017, with 
a renewed dedication to loving and serving all 
through the ministries of United Reformed Church. 

Peace 
URC Consistory  

and Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
 

 
Stock Up on Soup For  

“Souper Bowl Sunday”!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Super Bowl is on Sunday, February 5th this 
year, and we are holding our own “Souper Bowl”.   
Beginning in late January, when we know which 2 
teams are playing in the Super Bowl, you will be 
able to vote/root for your team by placing cans of 
soup in your favored team’s box before February 
5th, or on the “playing field” in Fellowship Hall on 
Super Bowl Sunday.  The winner of our “Souper 
Bowl” will be the team with the most cans of soup!  
The winner will be announced during Fellowship 
Hour. Donations will be given to the Food Bank 
Network of Somerset County.  Look for more details 
in the Sunday bulletins as January moves along! 
 
 

 



 

Sunday School 
News 

 
The kids were busy dur-
ing the advent season 
preparing for Jesus' 
birth.  The kids made 
their own advent          
calendars and advent 

wreaths.  On December 18th, the kids displayed 
their rendition of the Christmas tableau during 
worship.  We will begin our next unit of study on 
January 15th called New World, New Day.  Want 
your child to get in on the fun...come to our Sunday 
School open house on January 29th at 9 am to join 
us for a service project making Valentines for Vets 
and to learn more about URC Sunday School.  

 
Linda Hayes 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Youth Group Raises Money 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Reformed Church Youth Group shined 

bright the night of Peter Mayer’s “Stars and      

Promises” holiday concert on December 9th.  The 

group sold cookies and bottled water during the 

concert’s intermission and raised a profit of $400!  

In the true spirit of giving during the Christmas  

season, the children donated all of the money to 

help another.  A check went to the Markovitch 

Family as a symbol of support, as they are currently 

going through a challenging time. Nick Markovitch, 

a 5th grade boy from Bridgewater, is currently      

battling cancer.  Please keep their family in your 

thoughts and prayers.  A big thank you URC youth 

group as they continue to “love all, serve all” in our 

local community.  

Amy Stires 
Youth Group Coordinator 
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Holiday Boutique 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leftover Christmas cards, wrapping paper,          
decorations, white elephant gifts, etc. were          
collected, from several households in our congrega-
tion, for a Holiday Boutique to be held in             
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, December 17th for the 
benefit of our Food Bank clients.  The plan was that 
the clients could pick up any last minute items they 
needed for Christmas, at no cost to them.            
Unfortunately, the weather was freezing cold with a 
light snow and/or rain.  The canned goods, boxed 
foods, apples, and bread products, sent over by the 
Food Bank on Friday, were arranged on the tables; 
the boutique tables held a nice selection of cards 
and holiday items; a pot of hot coffee was brewing 
in the kitchen; and Fran Wise and I were ready to 
greet and serve our guests.  Then, the Food Bank 
was cancelled.  
 
Since the Food Bank food was already set out; the 
coffee pot perking; the boutique tables arranged; 
and two ladies had been waiting in the cold for the 
Food Bank to open, Fran Wise and I decided that 
we would open the doors and invite anyone who 
showed up to “Come on in!” Fourteen people 
braved the elements that day and gratefully found 
food, holiday items and a warm cup of coffee.  
While not the turnout we had expected, the      
heartwarming experience, the appreciative          
responses, occasional hugs or tearful eyes made our 
first annual Holiday Boutique a huge success!  The 
items that were leftover, that day, were set out for 

SHIP’s Galley II the following Tuesday and were 
thankfully obtained by many of the galley’s guests.   
 
Special thanks to Fran and to Lyn Van Gorder for 
help with organizing and “bagging” the cards and to 
those who contributed cards, decorations, and 
items for the boutique. 
 

Jane Huck  
                  

Men’s Fellowship 
Helps at Toy Drive 

On Saturday, December 10th, members from    
United’s Men’s Fellowship Group spent the     
morning at the First Baptist Church on High Street  
helping with the annual toy drive for families of  
inmates at the Somerset County Jail.  The Toy Drive 
is sponsored each year by the Somerset County Jail 
Chaplaincy, First Baptist Church and other area 
churches of Somerset County.   

 

Women’s Book Club 

 "Books are uniquely portable magic."   

~ Stephen King 

The Women's Book Club is looking forward to a 
great new year full of dynamic books, insightful  
discussions, and heart warming fellowship. This 
month the group will meet on Wednesday, January 
18 at 7:00 pm. Michelle Davis will host at the home 
of Steve Rus. We will share insights about our    
current book selection, Caleb's Crossing by          
Geraldine Brooks.  There is always room for more 
book lovers to participate. Contact Annette Janssen 
for more information. 



News From the 
Consistory  

 

At its December 27th meeting, 
the Consistory approved the    

                   following; 

 Scheduled the annual Congregational Meeting 
for January 29th after worship.   

 Scheduled forums to discuss the strategic plan 
for January 15th and 29th after worship. 

 Received a thorough report from the Outreach 
Committee regarding the amount of our 
church’s giving and the nature of each recipi-
ent; 

 Reviewed bylaws to guide our life together, 
which will be affirmed at the January Consistory 
meeting; 

 Affirmed the Strategic Plan and approved the 
dates of January 15 and 22 for after-church fo-
rums; and 

 Gave approval to the Worship Committee to 
begin raising money for new hymnbooks  after 
Twelfth Night is over. 

 The next meeting of the Consistory will take 
place on January 24th at 7:15 pm in the lounge.   

 

A Very Special Thank You 
Thank you to Elder, Bill Everett for his service as 
Chair of the Administration and Finance          
Committee. Bill has served ably and well on this 
committee for at least 10 years (the actual date   
appears to be lost to the sands of time), and has 
been the committee’s chairman for many of those 
years. Alongside the ordinary yeoman’s work of 
overseeing the countless details of the church’s  
administrative life, Bill was our church’s “captain” 
for the renovation of the windows in the Sanctuary. 
His legacy of not only applying appropriate       
business practices faithfully, but also bringing good 
cheer and compassion to the chair of the           
committee have set a high standard. Although Bill 
will remain on the committee, we welcome his  
successor, Mark Cannizzo, to the chair position, 
following Bill’s final presentation of the annual 
budget at the Congregational Meeting on January 
29th. 

Twelfth Night - Boars Head 
Festival  - It's Here!!!   

 

The annual Central Jersey's Twelfth Night Boars 
Head Festival is set for Sunday, January  8th at    
4:00 pm in our very own beautiful sanctuary.  After 
months of preparation, the cast and crew are ready 
to perform this magical production free for the 
community.   
 
The cast includes members from many local 
churches, girl scouts, boy scouts, Westminster 
Choir College, Somerset County Police Pipe and 
Drums, our very own mayor and many 
friends!!  Come and lets revel in the celebration of 
the twelve days of Christmas celebrated Elizabe-
than style which will end with the Nativity.  Lets 
witness this together.   
 
If you are in the cast or a a participant, below are 
some important dates to remember: 

January 4 - 7:00 pm  
12th Night Committee meeting in lounge 

 
January 6 

Set-up sanctuary in prep for 12th night 
 

January 7 
Mandatory Dress Rehearsal for all cast 

 
January 8 

Curtain call at 3:00 pm and show at 4:00 pm.   
Reception to follow show in Fellowship Hall 

 

Twelfth Night Committee 
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Scripture Passages 
 

 
 
Jan. 1, First Sunday after Christmas 
Isaiah 63:7-9  Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 Matthew 2:13-23 
 

Jan. 8, First Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 42:1-9  Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43  Matthew 3:13-17 
 
Jan. 15, Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7  Psalm 40:1-11 
Corinthians 1:1-9 John 1:29-42  
 
Jan. 22, Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4  Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18     Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Jan. 29, Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8  Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Matthew 5:1-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

1/1 Fran Wise 
Lyn Van Gorder 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Alice Gunzelman Mark Cannizzo 
Michelle Lane 

John Colligas 

1/8 Mark Cannizzo 
Jim Phillips 

Men’s Fellowship  
Group 

Toni Moore Bill Everett 
Michelle Lane 

Nancy Maggio 

1/15 Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 

OPEN Can you 
host?  

Wanda 
Goldsworthy 

Toni Moore 
Michelle Lane 

Steve Rus 

1/22 Brian & Beth 
Cassidy 

Toni Moore, Alice 
Gunzelman,  
Barbara Schwarz 

Sandy Dibble Tom Dibble 
Michelle Lane 

Annette Janssen 

1/29 John & Beverly 
Colligas 

OPEN Can you 
host?  

Fran Wise Kathy Phillips 
Michelle Lane 

Michelle Davis 

                 Sunday Servers For January 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 

 
Birthdays 
Jan. 3   Teresa Fanti 
Jan. 7   James Barry 
Jan. 9   Clarence Brunner 
Jan. 13   Emma Janssen 
Jan. 20   Inge Gurke, Carol Lane 
Jan. 28   Ava Davis 
   

Anniversaries 

Jan. 1       Paul & Annette Janssen 
Jan. 5       Wayne & Charlotte McAfee 
 

 
Food of the Month 

 

For the month of January the Food Bank would 
like us to collect items purchased during the can-
can sales, such as beans, vegetables, soups, 
etc. You may put donations in the shopping 
cart in Fellowship Hall or you may place them in 
the basket in the office.  All donations help to 
stock the shelves of the Food Bank Network of 
Somerset County, which  distributes food every 
Saturday from Fellowship Hall to those in need.  

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the February Issue is 

 January 24, 2016 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 
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B=Basement, FH=Fellowship Hall, S=Sanctuary, L=Lounge 
PDC=Puerta del Cielo, AA=Alcoholics Anonymous 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All - Serve All 

Pizza and Beer Social 
Friday, January 13 - 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

                                         Venue 

                                 Central Pizza 
   126 W. Main Street 

      Somerville, NJ 
        $8.00/person at the door 

         includes 2 slices and 1 beer 
 

        RSVP to the church office: 
       (908) 725-4545 


