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Yabel Says Goodbye 

Over the past year, Seeing Eye puppy, Yabel has been attending 
worship at United.  It is now time for him to return to The Seeing 
Eye in Morristown to complete his dog guide training.   
 
Yabel would like to thank the Consistory for allowing him to    
attend worship each week and to the Congregation for welcoming 
him into our church family.  It has been very good  exposure for 
him to hear the organ and the singing, resting in a confined space 
during the service, and interacting with everyone during coffee 
hour.  
 
On, May 25th, Yabel returned to The Seeing Eye for his formal 
training.  He will undergo an extensive physical exam to make 
sure he is capable to do the work.  Then, Yabel will be assigned to 
a trainer to learn how to guide in harness.  If all goes well, he will 
be matched up with a blind person and continue to learn with his 
new owner at The Seeing Eye before he goes home with them! 
 
I will keep you updated on his progress.  I know Yabel will miss 
his friends at United. 

Michelle Lane 
 
 
 

Yabel, attending 
worship, became a  

“regular” on  
Sundays,  

affirming that  
“all are welcome” 

here!  
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Parish the Thought 
 

A few things about a few things….. 
 

It’s been wonderful to have our series of Cottage 
Meetings. About 30 people participated in sitting 
down with one another, sharing our sense of where 
we are today, and where we hear God calling us to 
go in the near future. Thanks to all who attended! 
 

We made our goal of 50 people filling out the    
Congregational Assessment Tool. In early June, the 
Consistory will have a meeting with a consultant 
from Indiana to go over the results they sense from 
our collected wisdom. I know that doing “surveys” 
doesn’t feel all that much like a church, but what 
we gather from the CAT, plus the Cottage Meetings, 
will go a long way in laying a foundation for our 
planning. Thanks again! 
 

On Saturday, May 21st, a 50-year chapter in the life 
of our congregation came to a close. The Farm in 
Kingwood Township was officially rededicated for 
use as a public space, open for use by all. Helen 
Cantlay, her home health aide, Jeanette, daughter 
Barbara Ciamporcero, Jim and Sharon Thompson, 
Tom and Sandy Dibble, and Annette and I were 
there to mark the day and to convey greetings from 
United. It was somewhat bittersweet, remembering 
our deep affection for The Farm with a tear or two 
of sadness, but at the same time a tear of joy,  
knowing that The Farm will not be developed into 
more mini-mansions. Who knows, maybe before 
long we can have another “Farm Sunday”, without 
having to  discuss who will have to mow the grass 
or take care of a falling tree! 
 

Finally, please be sure to offer your thanks to Paul 
Dickey and members of the choir for their          
dedication to our worship life. Imagine worship 
without music! (I can’t, actually.) Paul weaves     
together the gifts that all the volunteers and section 
leaders bring into a joyful chorus of praise on which 
we lift up our hearts to God. We are more blessed 
by their music than we know! Say thanks to all our 
musicians and their leader, and when you’ve said it, 
go back and say it again. Remember, “nobody ever 
walked out of church humming a sermon.” 
 

Enjoy your summers, every one! Don’t go too far; 
remember, we’ll be worshipping in the Fellowship 
Hall beginning June 12, so it will be nice and cool! 
 

 Rev. Paul G. Janssen 
Pastor 

 

Williamson Scholarship 
Awarded! 

 
A big congratulations goes out to Caitlin Barry, this 
year’s recipient of the Williamson Scholarship.  
Caitlin is the daughter of James and Carol Barry, as 
well as the granddaughter of Alice and LeRoy 
Gunzelman.  
 

The Williamson Scholarship is awarded to high 
school seniors who are members of United and 
have been accepted to a RCA College or other     
institute of higher learning.  Eligible students must 
faithfully attend church and have actively             
participated in at least four church related activities 
each year during high school.   
 

Over the last four years, Caitlin has babysat in the 
in the church nursery, hosted coffee hour, served as 
an usher and lay reader, helped serve meals at 
church luncheons, participated in the CROP     
Hunger Walk, cooked for SHIP’s Galley, participat-
ed in the Christmas pageants and The Twelfth 
Night Festivals, and played in the Youth Bell Choir.  
She has also participated in a variety of youth group 
service activities that take place throughout the 
year.  In addition to Caitlin’s involvement with her 
church family, she was also a Girl Scout for ten 
years, earning both her bronze and silver award.  
United was fortunate to be the beneficiary of her 
silver award, for which she decorated and updated 
the church nursery.  
 

Caitlin will be attending Raritan Valley Community 
College in the fall.  Congratulations to Caitlin! 
 

Amy Stires 
Vice-President 

 

Summer Worship 

Beginning Sunday, June 12th 
worship will take place in  

Fellowship Hall  
for the summer, so that we may  

enjoy the air conditioning.  
As always, all are welcome!  

 



News From the  
Consistory 

 
 

 
 

Congregational Update 
June 26th 

 

On Sunday, June 26th we will hold a brief           
congregational update on the Congregational     
Assessment Tool (CAT), during Fellowship Hour.  
At the time of printing this issue of InTouch, we 
have received approximately 60 completed surveys. 
Please see page 5 for a brief update on the cottage 
meetings.  

 

Father’s Day at United 

Our Worship and Christian Education Committees 
are planning a special recognition in honor of     
Father’s Day! We will keep you posted as plans   
develop! 

 

From the Administration and  
Finance Committee 

 
Did You Know– The Story of the RCA Assessment?  
 
At the end of every quarter, the church treasurer 
sends a check in the amount of $2,200.oo to the 
classis representing 25% of the annual RCA         
Assessment to cover the operating costs of the 
Classis of Delaware - Raritan, the Regional Synod 
of the Mid-Atlantics and the General Synod of the 
Reformed Church in America. 
 
To provide some background, the classis, the     
regional synod and the general synod all develop 
their monetary needs for the coming year in the 
fourth quarter of the previous year, which is the 
same process that United follows – and then, 
based on active membership, they allocate their 
costs back to the individual churches. Payment at 
the end of each quarter of the next year is          
expected. 
 
This brings us to the “yellow envelope” included 
with the weekly pledge envelope dated for the last 
Sunday of March, June, September, and              
December. The envelope reads as follows;               

”RCA — $22.00 per member.” The money raised 
with the yellow envelope is used to fund the 
$2,200.00 check that is sent to the classis. 
  
The purpose of explaining this is to inform our 
membership that United has, through May,        
received only 67% of the monies expected. Please 
remember the yellow envelope and include your 
$22.00 for EACH church member in your family.  
Thank you in advance. 

 
Bill Everett, Chair 

A&F Committee 
 

 

June Consistory Meeting 

 

The next consistory meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, June 28th at 7:15 p.m. in the lounge. 

 
Graduation Announcements 

 
The July issue of InTouch will include graduation 
announcements and photos. Please see the insert if 
you would like to submit an announcement.  

 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Carol Davis had hip replacement surgery in mid 
May and is successfully recuperating at home.  

 

Nancy Maggio’s father, Leonard Sytsma passed into 
God’s eternal embrace on Sunday, May 8th.  
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Do You Want to Join  
United? 

 

Have you been attending worship with us and 
are interested in  becoming a member? We’ d 

love to have you as part of our family!  
 

Please contact Pastor Janssen or call Lori in the 
church office to schedule new member classes!  
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Sunday School 
News 

 
The Youth Group and  
Sunday School kids 
wrapped up their program 
for the season on Mother’s 
Day, May 8th. 
 
During the Mother’s Day service, the kids           
presented every woman in the  congregation with a 
bouquet of one white and one pink carnation to 
celebrate someone lost and someone living.        
Attached to each bouquet was a bible verse that 
spoke of strength, children, comfort, courage,     
encouragement, faith, help, home, joy,              
motherhood, patience, peace, prayer, trust and 
worry.   
 
Throughout the year, the children participated in 
many activities and service projects which           
included: 
 

 Participated in the CROP Hunger walk and 
made a banner that could be signed by walkers 
and donors, themed, “God’s Dream for Our 
World”.  

 Baked desserts/treats and made Thanksgiving 
baskets with handmade cards for several elderly 
or sick members who cannot attend worship on 
a regular basis. 

 Assembled 46 bags of trail mix and 35 bags of 
snack mix for the homeless. 

 Sold refreshments at the Peter Mayer concert, 
in which half of the proceeds were donated to 
the Women's unit at the Lyons VA Hospital.  

 Participated in the annual Christmas tableau 
and handed out candy canes and Christian 
bookmarks on Christmas Eve to worshippers. 

 Participated in the Twelfth Night Festival.  
 Hosted fellowship hour with beverages and 

baked goods, and served as Ushers on Sundays. 
 Completed cleaning projects at the church. 
 Handmade Valentine cards for members of the  

congregation. 
 Organized a toiletry collection and assembled 

70 hygiene kits for the Food Bank Network of 
Somerset County. 

 Made sun catcher crosses, making 125 crosses 
for Easter.  

 

 
 Assembled 75 carnation bouquets for Mother’s 

Day, which were given out to all of the women 
of the congregation.   

 Participated in the Youth Bell Choir, rehearsed 

handbells every week and performed on special 

occasions for the congregation.  

Amy, Carol, Annette,  and I are honored to have the 

opportunity to lead the kids along this journey this 

year and it is heartwarming to see how involved 

and active our youth are in serving our                

congregation and our community. Sunday School 

will resume on Sunday, September 11th at 9:00 a.m.  

Linda Hayes 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 

The Youth Bell Choir plays “Hymn to Joy”  
on Mother’s Day 

 
Women’s Book Club 
 
 

 

 

 

The Women's Book Club is looking forward to our 
June meeting.  We are scheduled to meet on 
Wednesday, June 22nd at 7:00 p.m.  We will gather 
at the home of Michelle Lane to discuss the novel 
What Alice Forgot by Liane Moriarty.  If you enjoy 
reading, like to explore ideas and discuss characters 
and would like to share the love of books with 
friends, the Women's Book Club is the group for 
you. Contact Annette Janssen for more details!  

 



 

United’s Budding Artists 
Paint at Pinot’s Palette 

Our second successful evening of painting was held 
at Pinot ‘s Palette on May 18th.  Fourteen artists put 
paint to canvass to create a beautiful beach scene 
under expert tutorage of Sonya, our painting        
instructor.   

Our first mission was to name our                      
paintbrushes.  Our minister was with us in spirit 
when one of the brushes was lovingly referred to as, 
“Paul Janssen”.    

As guidelines were provided to create our master-
pieces, each painting became uniquely our own as 
we personalized the paintings with birds, clouds, 
and flowing grass stalks.  It was a wonderful even-
ing to visit with friends, share some sweet treats, 
and let our creative juices flow.  A special thanks to 
Alex Stires and Josh Leonard for making wonderful 
brownies and magic cookie bars.  

Beth Cassidy 

 

Food of the Month 
 

For the month of June, the Food Bank would like 
us to collect canned tuna, which is in great need in 
the summer months, as well as boxed cereal. Other 
items always needed include Parmalat milk and 
canned meats such as beef ravioli, chili, etc.  
 
You may put your  donations in the drop box    
during Fellowship Hour on Sundays or you may 
bring them to the church office during the week. 
All donations will benefit the Food Bank Network 
of Somerset County, which distributes food to 
those in need every Saturday from Fellowship Hall. 

Cottage Meetings Update 
 

In May we held six cottage meetings with about 35 
people attending. We asked six questions of every 
participant, and here are some tabulations of the 
conversations: 

 

What keeps you coming back to URC? 

The overwhelming majority spoke of family roots 
and an atmosphere of welcome and acceptance. 
Next was the “Sunday morning experience,”     
meaning the pastor’s messages,  music, and         
refreshments. 

What’s been our biggest focus since 2011? 

Healing, stabilization, and setting the stage for nu-
merical growth were most often mentioned. Many 
also noted the significant work we’ve done on our 
buildings. Finally, the staff transition was rated as 
very important. 

What beliefs are most important to agree on? 

Two stand out: 1) our belief in God and God’s Son 
Jesus Christ, and 2) our conviction that welcome 
and acceptance are at the heart of our life together. 

What do we need to focus on now? 

Building up the congregation, especially with 
younger families, and building up mutual friend-
ships within the congregation. A number of people 
also mentioned the importance of “getting our 
name out there” again. 

What would you rather not be changed (much)? 

Most mentioned were the Sunday morning experi-
ence, our physical appearance, and the value of wel-
come and acceptance. 

How do you feel about the future of URC?  

The vast majority of attenders said that at the mo-
ment they feel a positive and hopeful spirit about 
our life together.  

What do you think? Does this describe us         
accurately? Come to the meeting after worship on 
June 26th to hear a more detailed interim report 
(including results from the survey) that will go into 
our strategic plan from 2017-2022. 
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Bible Readings 

 
 
 

June 5:  Third Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 17:8-16   Psalm 146 
Kings 17:17-24    Luke 7:11-17 
 

June 12:  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 21:1-10 (11-14), 15-21a Psalm 5:1-8 
Samuel 11:26-12:10,13-15  Luke 7:36 - 8:3  
 

June 19:  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 19:1-4   Psalm 42 and 43 
Galatians 3:23-29  Luke 8:26-39 
 

June 26: Sixth Sunday after Penetecost 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14  Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25  Luke 9:51-62 
 

 
Save the Dates 

Sunday, October 30th 
CROP Hunger Walk 

 
Sunday, January 8th, 2017 

Twelfth Night Boar’s Head Festival 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date Ushers Fellowship Hour Altar Guild Counters Lay Reader 

6/5 Wayne & Bev 
Stevens 

Parish Life 
Sundae Sunday 

Michelle Davis Bill Everett & 
Sue Elgard 

Michelle Davis 

6/12 Alex & Heather 
Stires 

Art Goldsworthy 
Charlie Lane 

Alice  Gunzelman Chris Parente 
Mary Ann  
Ferrante 

Nancy Maggio 

6/19 Michelle Davis & 
Steve Rus 

Open-Can you 
host?  

Toni Moore Tom Dibble 
Bev Colligas 

Steven Rus 

6/26 Mary Ann Ferrante 
& Mary Jane Swita 

Toni Moore 
Barbara Schwarz 
Alice Gunzelman 

Wanda  
Goldsworthy 

Mark Cannizzo 
Pat McKiernan 

Sandy Dibble 

Sunday Servers For June 

Birthdays and 
 Anniversaries 

 
Birthdays 

June 1  Helen Cantlay 
  Annette Janssen 
June 2  Alexandria Stires 
June 5  Shannon Cassidy 
  Angela Stires 
June 6  Cliff Nagle 
June 7  Sam Mendleson 
June 9  Kathy Phillips 
June 13  Connie Osinski 
June 21  Laurie Holcombe 
June 25  Emily Hayes 
June 27  Tara Rose Cassidy 
  Fran Wise 
June 28  Nancy Aliberto 
June 30  Phyllis Kennette 
  John Lane 
 

Anniversaries 

June 1  John & Michelle Lane 
June 11  Dan & Alleda Radziewicz 
June 14 Bill & Ellen Everett 
  Jim & Sharon Thompson 
June 20 Craig & Amy Stires 
June 21  Karl & Aija Banks 
June 26 Sam & Cynthia Mendelson 
June 30 Michael & Patricia Doyle 
   
     
 

InTouch is produced by  

Lori Herpen, Administrative Assistant 

Deadline for the June Issue is 

 June 22, 2016 

Please submit articles, news and photos to:  

urcsomerville@optonline.net 



 

June 2016    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 
 
 

1 
 
 

 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
10 am 
Food Bank 

5 
 
10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship 
Hour 
 
Sundae Sunday 
 
 

6 

 

 

7 
 

 

8 
7;00 pm  

Marketing 

Committee 

 

7 pm Free Legal 

Clinic 

 

9 

 

10 

 

 

11 
8:30 am 
Men’s  
Fellowship 
Group 
 
10 am 
Food Bank 
 

12 

 
10 am/Worship 
11 am/ 
Fellowship  
Hour  
 
4:00 p.m. Hymn 
Book Review 
 

13 

 

 

 

14 

7 pm 

A & F Meeting 

15 
 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

10 am 
Food Bank 

19 

 
Father’s Day 
 
10 am/Worship 
11 am/Fellowship 
Hour  
 

20 
 
 

21 

 

22 

7:00 pm  

Women’s Book 

Club 

23 
 

24 

SHIP’s  

Galley 

25 

10 am 
Food Bank 

26 
 
10 am/Worship 

11 am/Fellowship  

Hour with  
Congregational  
Update 
 

 

27 

 

 

28 

7:15 pm 

Consistory 

Meeting 

 

 

29 30 
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United Reformed Church  
100 W. Main St. 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

 
 
 

Love All. Serve All.  

 Hymnbook Review 

 

On Sunday, June 12th at 4:00, Al Fedak, our friend and former Director of Music, will visit United to introduce 
the new hymnbook, "Glory to God." We are considering using this new hymnal, which includes not only most 

of our familiar and favorite hymns, but also a good number of newer songs that are (or will become)         
standards of the church of the early 21st century. Al was a member of the leadership team that created     
"Glory to God." We are fortunate to have him come to Somerville from Albany, NY and brief us on the        

possibilities this new hymnbook presents to the church. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 


